
VIII Noise Element
The Noise Element is intended to identify existing and potential future sources of noise
within the community; and to identify strategies to limit the exposure of the community
to excessive noise levels. To set the context for this Element, its goal is as follows:

Goal

]. It sRal! Be tRe gaal af tRe City af RaflERa Palas Verses, Ihrough proper
land use planning and regulations, to provide for a quiet and serene
residential community.
(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO GOAL)

The Noise Element continues by identifying the fundamentals of noise and its
effects upon human beings. The methods for measuring existing noise levels and
projecting future noise levels in the community are then discussed. From these
discussions, mitigation measures are identified in the Noise Element to minimize
the exposure of community residents to excessive levels of noise. Finally, the
Element enumerates the Noise Policies.

Fundamentals of Noise

Noise

For the purposes of this section of the General Plan, oise is considered as any
loud sound. Sound has physical properties which are not only heard but can be
measured and felt. For the human ear, sound has two significant properties:
intensity, or loudness; and frequency, or pitch. Intensity can be measured in
decibels using a sound meter and is abbreviated dB. The sound meter measures
pressure that the sound's energy exerts. This is called acoustic energy. The
frequency of the sound is measured in hertz, representing one cycle per second,
and is abbreviated Hz. This frequency can be visually displayed with the aid of
an oscilloscope.
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Crest Road between Hawthorne Boulevard and Crenshaw Boulevard, 53 ft;

Hawthorne Boulevard between Crest Road and Vallon Drive, 83 ft;

• Palos Verdes Drive East between north City limit and Miraleste Drive, 51 ft;

• Palos Verdes Drive East between Miraleste Drive and north of Crest Drive, 43 ft;

• Palos Verdes Drive West between north City limit and Hawthorne Boulevard, 63 ft;

• Palos Verdes Drive West between Hawthorne Boulevard and Palos Verdes Drive South, 77
ft; and

• Silver Spur Road between north City limit and north of Hawthorne Boulevard, 44 ft.

Construction Noise Impacts

Short-tenn noise impacts are associated with excavation, grading, and erecting of buildings during
construction. Construction-related short-tenn noise levels are higher than existing ambient noise
levels but would no longer occur once construction of the individual project is completed.

Two types of short-tenn noise impacts can occur during the construction of any individual
project. First, construction crew commutes and the transport of construction equipment and
materials to the individual construction site would incrementally increase noise levels on access
roads leading to that individual site. There will be a relatively high single-event noise exposure
potential at a maximum level of 87 dBA Lm" with trucks passing at 50 feet (50'). However, the
projected construction traffic will be small when compared to the existing traffic volumes on
affected streets in the vicinity, and its associated long-term noise level change will not be
perceptible. Therefore, short-term construction-related worker commutes and equipment
transport noise impacts would not be substantial.

The second type of short-term noise impact is related to noise generated during excavation,
grading, and/or construction. Construction is performed in discrete steps, each of which has
its own mix of equipment and, consequently, its own noise characteristics. These various
sequential phases may change the character of the noise generated on the site. Therefore, the
noise levels vary as construction progresses. Typical maximum noise levels range up to 91 dBA
at 50 ft during the noisiest construction phases.

Measures to Reduce Potential Construction Noise Impacts

Construction will be limited to between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Monday through
Saturday in accordance with the City's Municipal Code requirements. No construction
activities are permitted outside of these hours or on Sundays and legal holidays unless a special
construction permit is obtained from the Director of the Community Development Department.
The following measures can be implemented to reduce potential construction noise impacts on
sensitive receptors adjacent to the individual project development area:
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1. During all site excavation and grading, the project contractors shall equip all construction
equipment, fixed or mobile, with properly operating and maintained mufflers consistent
with manufacturers' standards.

2. The project contractor shall place all stationary construction equipment so that emitted noise
is directed away from sensitive receptors nearest the project site.

3. The construction contractor shall locate equipment staging in areas that will create the
greatest distance between construction-related noise sources and noise-sensitive receptors
nearest the project site during all project construction.

4. The project contractor may be required to construct a temporary sound barrier/wall. The
temporary construction barriers can use particle boards or gypsum boards, wi th no gaps or
holes in them that could potentially deteriorate the noise attenuation effect.

Stationary Noise Impacts

Stationary noise impacts associated with commercial uses with potential loading/unloading
activity noise need to be mitigated. As required in the City's Municipal Code, unless otherwise
specified in an approved conditional use permit or other discretionary approval, all deliveries
of commercial goods and supplies; trash pick-up, including the use of parking lot trash
sweepers; and the operation of machinery or mechanical equipment that emits noise levels in
excess of 65 dBA, as measured from the closest property line to the mechanical equipment, shall
only be allowed on commercial properties that abut a residential district between the hours of
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday through Sunday.

Residential stationary noise sources include air conditioners, pool equipment, and similar
outdoor mechanical equipment that operates during the day or night.

Measures to Reduce Potential Stationary Source Noise Impacts

Any residual noise impacts from off-site stationary noise sources should be mitigated with
stand-alone noise barriers with sufficient height to block the line-of-sight between the stationary
sources of concern and the receptor locations.

Aircraft and Train Noise Impacts

The City has no railroad lines either in or abutting the City, and there are currently no regularly
scheduled flight paths or aircraft over the City. This is true of aircraft taking off or landing at
Los Angeles International Airport, and Long Beach and Torrance airfields, although the City
has been involved since 2010 with issues related to helicopter routes to and from Torrance
airport. In 2011, the so-called "South Crenshaw" helicopter route was approved by the
Torrance City Council, based in part upon input from our City. This route avoids subjecting
sensitive receptors-such as the Terranea Resort, Abalone Cove Shoreline Park and residences
in the Portuguese Bend community - to helicopter noise. Therefore, other than occasional aircraft
overflight that may result in temporary annoyance, no significant aircraft or train noise impacts
would occur. No mitigation measures are required.
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Policies

Transportation Noise
1. Encourage through traffic to existing arterials and collectors so that local roads are not

used as by-passes or short-cuts in order to minimize noise.

2. Control traffic flows of heavy construction vehicles en route to and from construction
sites to minimize noise.

3. Encourage the State and Federal governments to actively control and reduce vehicle
noise emissions.

4. Encourage State law enforcement agencies such as the California Highway Patrol to
vigorously enforce all laws which call for the control and/or reduction of noise
emissions.

Community Noise
5. Develop an ordinance to control noise commensurate with local ambiance.

6. Maintain current and up-to-date information on noise control measures, on both fixed
point and vehicular noise sources.

7. Coordinate with all public agencies, especially our adjoining jurisdictions to study
and/or control noise emissions.

Land Use Planning and Noise Control
8. Mitigate impacts generated by steady state noise intrusion (e.g., with land strip buffers,

landscaping, and site design).

9. Regulate land use so that there is a minimal degree of noise impact on adjacent land
uses.

10. Require strict noise attenuation measures where appropriate.

11. Review noise attenuation measures applicable to home, apartment, and office building
construction, make appropriate proposals for the City zoning ordinance, and make
appropriate recommendations for modifying the Los Angeles County Building Code as
it applies to the City.

] 2. Require the minimization of noise emissions from commercial activities by screening
and buffering techniques.
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